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task. "None is without fault/ he began, eno, not our noble
Queen....' But there the horrified House, whose countenances
showed their growing alarm, stopped him. They set a com-
mittee to examine him, and packed him off to the Tower -
sorrowfully, for, in truth, most were of his mind though not of
his courage.

Wentworth's loyalty was as intense as his love of liberty. On
one occasion, a fellow commissioner was for letting their clerk,
for brevity's sake, write simply, f Queen Elizabeth'. 'What!'
Wentworth burst out, * Shall we not acknowledge her to be our
Sovereign Lady? This is well indeed! I think some of us are
weary of her. I am not weary of her for my part, and therefore
I will have it set down "Our Sovereign Lady",* The tragedy;
of it was that Wentworth and other Puritans found themselves
faced with a conflict of loyalties - to God and their sovereign.
Their predicament in Parliament was once put by a member
named Pistor, a man' with a grave and seemly countenance and
good natural eloquence'. 'The matter of his grief was', he de-
clared, "that matters of importance, standing us upon for our
souls, stretching higher and further to everyone of us than the
monarchy of the whole world/ were treated of so slenderly.
cThis cause is God's. The rest are all but terrene; yea, trifles in
comparison. Call you them never so great> or pretend you that
they import never so much; subsidies, crowns, kingdoms, I
know not what they are in comparison of this; this I know/
whereof I most thank God, " Seek ye first the Kingdom of God
and all things shall be added unto you'V

It was a little group of such men whom the Puritan ministers
had secured for their parliamentary action in 15 87. In February,
after the problem of Mary Queen of Scots was out of the way,
one of them introduced a bill to destroy the whole ecclesiastical
organization of the State at one fell swoop, and erect a presby-
terian order in its place. Never had such a revolutionary pro-
posal been made in Parliament before. The Speaker reminded
the House of the Queen's veto on debate ot action in Church
matters, but they took no notice. In consequence the Queen
sent to the Speaker and sequestered the bill. Thereupon, Went,